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Special Points of Interest: 

Treasures of the Earth Show 

 Virginia Beach Convention 
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 October 17—19 

Morefield Mine  

 Open October 21 —
December 6 
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Society’s Rock Sale and 
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 November 8 

Nothern VA Gem, Mineral 

and Fossil Show 

 George Mason University, 
Fairfax, Virginia  

 November 22—23 
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We had a great meeting last week with a wonderful presentation on 

the EFMLS Wildacres Workshop by Dan and Pat Fontaine.  The 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop as well of those at the William Holland 

School of Lapidary Arts can be watershed experience in your 

lapidary activities.  They offer the opportunity to focus on learning 

lapidary skills that will truly enhance your lapidary pursuits whatever 

they may be. 

We have a fantastic new Webmaster, Holly Worsham, who along with Newsletter Editor 

Extraordinaire, Dan Fontaine, have revamped and updated the GMSVP website.  

Everyone really needs to check it out.  I foresee it being a vibrant source of current 

information on the Club’s activities.  Thank you, Holly. 

The Club will be having elections for the 2015 Officers at the November meeting.  We 

still need nominees for First Vice-President for Membership and Second Vice-President 

for Programs.  Please seriously consider whether you can serve your Club in either of 

these positions.  We also have available appointments as Field Trip Coordinator, 

Workshop Chairperson and Pebble Pups Leader.  All of these positions help make the 

GMSVP a wonderful organization.  Please help out if you can. 

At the meeting last week we had a good discussion on the future of the Club’s trailer 

and its role in transporting us to and from the TOTE Shows.  The Board of Directors 

had also discussed this at our last meeting.  The Consensus of the Board was that we 

have outgrown the trailer’s capacity to efficiently move all of our equipment.  The Board 

recommended that we consider renting a truck that could carry everything in one 

vehicle.  The Club voted to try a truck rental for the October TOTE Show to see if it will 

satisfy our transportation needs.  If it works out it will eliminate the need for the costly 

storage unit rental.  It will, however, mean more effort in loading and unloading our 

equipment at the shed for each show.  We will be voting on the issue at the November 

meeting.  If we decide on renting a truck in the future, (Cont’d on page 4) 
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10/17-19/14—Treasures of the Earth 

(TOTE) Show at Virginia Beach     

Convention Center 

11/03/14—GMSVP Board Meeting 

11/06/14—GMSVP Meeting. Program:     

Faceting Mentoring 

12/04/14—GMSVP  Banquet &   Officer 

Installation. Program: Pebble Pups 

03/27-29/15—TOTE Show at Hampton 

Roads Convention Center 

GMSVP CALENDAR 

ISSUE INCLUDES A FEATURE ARTICLE ON EFMLS WILDACRES WORKSHOP 
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GMSVP 

P. O. Box 6424 

Newport News, VA 23602 

Web:  http://gmsvp.weebly.com/

contact-information.html  

Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/pages/The-

Gem-and-Mineral-Society-of-the-

Virginia-Peninsula-

GMSVP/275041405841489 

President:  Walter Priest, 

wetlanddesign@gmail.com 

1st VP Membership:   Michael 

Griffith, mgriff8645@aol.com 

2nd VP Programs:   Barbara 

Priest, bena7@cox.net 

Secretary:  Dave Scharff, 

chap_dad@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:   Gary Bergtholdt, 

gbergtholdt@gmail.com 

Officers 

Page 2 

Field Trips:   Open  

Hospitality:  Kelly Mazzrillo, 

kmazzrillo@yahoo.com    

Pebble Pups:  Robert Mazzrillo, 

spazzagorilla@yahoo.com & 

Christine Hempley, 

offalstuff@gmail.com 

Shows:  Robert Mazzrillo, 

spazzagorilla@yahoo.com  

Newsletter:  Dan Fontaine, 

maineguy@cox.net  

Property:  Hank Woods, 

hwoods55@cox.net 

Librarian:  Debbie Huff, 

debbiehuff@ymail.com  

Faceting:  Chuck Rogers, 

car3rd@verizon.net 

Silversmithing:  Anthony 

Hubbard, lanexa05@gmail.com 

Workshops:  Renee Eichman, 

toddrenee@netscape.com 

Publicity:  Michael Griffith, 

mgriff8645@aol.com & Richard 

MacDonald, garnets52@cox.net 

Mineralogy:  Walter Priest, 

wetlanddesign@gmail.com 

Webmaster:  Holly Worsham, 

h.worsham@hotmail.com 

Committee Chairs 

The Field Trip Chairperson is 
appointed by the Club 
President.  Also referred to 

as the Field Trip Coordinator, 
the individual is responsible 
for ensuring that the General 
Membership is aware of all 
field trip opportunities.  In 

order to do that, the individual relies on the First Vice President, 
as the Membership Chairperson, to send the Master Roster on a monthly basis so 
that all eligible Club members get the information.  It is a good idea for the Field Trip 
Coordinator to create a Group in his or her e-mail so that they can update it monthly 

when new members join.   

The Field Trip Coordinator is the primary contact person between the field trip sites 
and the Club.  It is the Field Trip Coordinator’s responsibility to ensure that once a 
field trip site and date are secured that all participants bring and wear their Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) to the field trip site.  The Field Trip Coordinator also 

watches over the group to ensure that individuals follow the mine’s safety regulations 
to the letter.   

As most Mine or Quarry Officials will tell Clubs, “They are one accident away from 
having that collecting site closed to them.”  That is why it is so important that the 

Club’s Field Trip Coordinator keeps the phrase “Safety First” near and dear to their 
heart.  Not only should the Field Trip Coordinator work to keep his or her fellow Club 
members safe but to foster good working relations with Mine and Quarry 
Officials. This is essential to keeping the collecting sites open to the Club.   

As the Field Trip Coordinator, the individual should have access to a computer and be 

able to communicate with the General Membership as well as the other Club Officers.   

The Field Trip Coordinator is a member of the Board.  As such, he or she is expected 
to attend all Board meetings.   

The value and impact this person brings to the Club is great and far reaching.  In 

general the Club membership has a huge expectation concerning collecting site 
opportunities.  Unfortunately, most Mine and Quarry Officials only see the huge risk 
that they take when letting Clubs visit their sites.  An accident at their site could cost 
them their annual bonus or possibly their job.  The Field Trip Coordinator is critical in 

keeping those opportunities open to the Club.   

This position can and is sometimes a very thankless job.  No one enjoys being told to 
not do something when they are focused on picking up that one neat specimen that is 
between the quarry wall and the safety berm.  But that’s exactly what is required of 
the Field Trip Coordinator.  The Field Trip Coordinator could very well be saving that 

reckless person’s life if the wall collapses.   

In the last seven or so years in doing this job, I’ve experienced great relief in knowing 
that no one was hurt while on the field trips that I coordinated.  I also experienced 
great joy in seeing so many folks get to collect interesting specimens.  Some Club 

members have appreciated my efforts and some haven’t.  That’s life.  I sincerely hope 
that whoever takes this position over takes it very seriously.  You will have the safety 
of those field trip participants in your hands. 

Thank you, 

Al DeHart 

GMSVP 2014 Field Trip Chairperson 

Field Trip Coordinator Responsibilities  Al DeHart  

Need a GMSVP 2015 Field 

Trip Coordinator — Great  

Opportunity to Get  

Involved! 
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GMSVP joined about 60 rockhounds from Tidewater, Richmond, Lynchburg, 

Roanoke Valley, and possibly other clubs on a beautiful September day at the 

Annual Field Trip to Kyanite Mining Corporation’s Willis Mountain Kyanite Mine.  

The mine is located in Dillwyn, VA near Farmville in Central Virginia and was 

about a 2-hour drive from the Peninsula. The mine has two primary sites on 

Willis Mountain itself and a nearby ridge.  Our field trip was on the mountain.   

The field trip was hosted by the Lynchburg and Roanoke Valley clubs.  Our 

club’s participants included Michael Griffith (GMSVP coordinator for the field 

trip); Paul and Holly Worsham; Robert, Kelly, and Lance Mazzrillo; Lisa Cotsimopoulos; Jessica Gravatt, and Dan 

and Pat Fontaine. 

Following the safety briefing at the company office, we caravanned up the mountain.  While 4-wheel drive vehicles 

were not required, there were preferable.  We saw a sedan get stuck in the mud and another in loose dirt, 

requiring a push. We also saw (and heard) a sedan bottom out.  

The mine had abundant parking and areas for collecting some of the white kyanite blades in the massive kyanite 

quartzite; pyrite; quartz; hematite with some iridescent, red mica, apatite, blue kyanite and pale green trolleite 

found on the mountain. Our final rock collecting stop was at the top of the mountain that had a spectacular view of 

the valley below and the Appalachians to the west. 

Kyanite, especially white kyanite, and blue quartz were fairly 

easy to find. Although a bit tougher to locate, iridescent 

hematite specimens (left) were found especially toward the 

top of the mountain.  The Richmond club president, Ken 

Turner, found an especially nice blue kyanite specimen 

(right).  

It was a day of great rock collecting.  Thanks to the Kyanite Mining Corporation for opening the mine to the rock 

clubs, the Lynchburg and Roanoke Valley for hosting the field trip, Al DeHart for coordinating the field trip with our 

club members, and Michael Griffith for being on our GMSVP Field Trip Coordinator at the site. 

Willis Mountain Kyanite Mine Field Trip      Dan Fontaine 

Treasures of the Earth Show 

Virginia Beach 

Convention 

Center October 

17—19, 2014 

 

Volunteers needed to staff GMSVP 

booth, share club information, sell     

geodes, and use club equipment. 

Contact Robert Mazrillo at:  

spazzagorilla@yahoo.com to volunteer. 

 New GMSVP Member 

Welcome new rock hound!  Jessica Gravatt 
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the trailer will be offered for sale to the Club membership, probably in a sealed bid process. 

As far as upcoming field trips are concerned, please see the article below on the opening of the Morefield Mine in 

Amelia for the fall season.  Also, the Mountain Area Gem and Mineral Association, MAGMA, has announced they 

are having a fossil collecting field trip in Surry County, VA November 14 th-16th.  Details will be forwarded to the 

Club when announced.  Hopefully, we will be able to organize a Club field trip at the November meeting.  This will 

require joining MAGMA.  Their dues are $15.00 per year. 

Lastly, the Board of Directors will be having regularly scheduled quarterly meetings for 2015.  The meetings are 

being planned for the Monday before the regular monthly meeting in January, April, July and October.  Agenda 

items will include budget preparation, schedules for the Club picnics, TOTE Shows and field trips, and other 

necessary Club business.  These meetings will be held at the most convenient place possible. The membership is 

always invited to these meetings and encouraged to attend.  For the last of this year, we are having a Board 

meeting on November 3rd at a location to be determined. 

Rock on, 

Walter 

President’s Corner (Cont’d)       Walter Priest 

The Morefield Gem Mine at 13400 Butlers Road, Amelia, Virginia 23002, is opening for the fall. See below for 

the Fall Schedule and Admission Fees.  

The Morefield Gem Mine is a fun place for the whole family. You may view the exhibits, visit the gift shop, or 

mine you own gem stones. The Morefield offers something for both the amateur or advanced rock hunter alike 

and has an exhibits and gift shop, collecting from mine dumps (bring your own container), sluice screening 

(screens and shovels available), picnicking (no soda machines), and restrooms. 

The Morefield Mine is a highly mineralized pegmatite dike having a length of 2,000 feet and a depth of 300 feet. 

It produces over 80 different minerals. The mine produces mica, feldspar, beryl, and phenakite for a few popular 

ones. It produces minerals of the tantalum/columbite series too. Customers love finding topaz and garnets 

especially. The children's favorite would be the purple amethyst. The microcrystals are popular with the 

collectors of micromounts, also. 

2014 Fall Schedule:  The mine is open October 21st thru December 6th. Saturdays are open to the public 

beginning October 25th from 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM.  They are closed on Sundays. Tuesday thru Friday are opened 

by reservation only for small groups and individuals. Mondays are occasionally open for a large class group only. 

Admission: Adults, including seniors = $12.00. Grade 7 and thru High School = $10.00 each student. Age 4 and 

thru Grade 6 = $8.00 each child. Age 3 and under are free. 

Morefield Gem Mine Open This Fall    Source: www.MorefieldGemMine.com 

Mountain Area Gem and Mineral Association (MAGMA) Field Trip  
http://www.wncrocks.com/magma/magma.html  

Rick Jacquot, MAGMA President, has invited GMSVP to join them on a fossil hunt field trip along the James   
River in Surry County, VA on November 14th - 16th.  Rockhounds will experience easy collecting along nearly a 
1-mile long riverbank and shoreline of molluscan fossils of Miocene and Pliocene epochs, shark teeth, whale 
bones, corals and more.  Fee is $5 per person for the weekend.  More information will be provided when      

available. 

http://www.wncrocks.com/magma/magma.html
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Why We Attended 

Pat and I joined GMSVP in January 2014 for fellowship with other rockhounds, to 

learn more about rocks and minerals, and to get access to more collecting 

sites.  As part of putting the April newsletter together, I noticed a link on the 

Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies (EFMLS) website to a 

Wildacres Workshop.  The workshop looked like a good fellowship and lapidary 

training opportunity for our members. Information on the workshop has been a 

regular article in the newsletter since April. 

As new rockhounds, the EFMLS Wildacres Workshop seemed like the ideal way for Pat and I to learn some basic 

geology and lapidary skills.  We signed up for Fall Workshop during Labor Day week.  Cost seemed reasonable 

as it included room, board, and instruction. We decided to take the Geology Class to get a basic understanding of 

rock formation and the geology of the southern Appalachians Mountains. 

Wildacres History (excerpts from Wildacres Retreat Brochure) 

Thomas Dixon, an author and preacher, purchased Wildacres with film royalties earned from “The Birth of a 

Nation,” a controversial Hollywood epic based on his novel, “The Clansman.” By 1926 construction was well 

underway, with several of the larger buildings completed and equipped with running water and electricity.  By 

1929, Thomas Dixon had invested a small fortune in Wildacres.  Unfortunately the stock market crashed, 

shattering his dreams.  Dixon went bankrupt.  The paradise that was Wildacres seemed fated to be lost. 

I.D. Blumenthal peddled a sealant called Solder Seal, that later became the 

cornerstone of Radiator Specialty, a company owned and operated by the 

Blumenthal family.  In 1936 I.D. heard news from a real estate agent of a 

mountain property known as Wildacres that included 1400 acres, buildings, and 

utilities (water, sewage, and electricity). 

The bank that owned Wildacres decided to auction the property.  I.D. was the 

only one to submit a bid, and it was for $6500, which was a small fraction of the 

outstanding loan of $200,000 ($190,000 remaining) on the property.   

Before honoring the bid, the bank sent a clerk to personally assess the property.  

I.D. accompanied the clerk up the mountain. As the car ascended the gravel road 

to Wildacres, storm clouds rolled in, shrouding the scenery in a thickening mist.  

When they reached the summit, the fog was thick, buildings were boarded up, 

and the electricity was turned off.  They moved around in total darkness. 

The clerk never saw the panoramic vistas, ravines, waterfalls, brooks, flowers, 

and vast forest and was eager to leave Wildacres and recommend to the bank 

that I.D.’s bid be honored.  Within 2 weeks, I.D. received word that a Texas court 

had honored his bid of $6500.   

From 1938 to 1940, Wildacres functioned as an inn.  Ringling School of Art and Design used the facility for its 

summer residency program until 1946.  (Cont’d on next page) 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop        Dan Fontaine 

 A First Time Experience 

 Sources: Wildacres Pamphlet, The Story of Wildacres Retreat Brochure, and EFMLS website 
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In the Spring of 1946, I.D. dedicated Wildacres “to the betterment of human relations.” That summer nonprofit 

groups began using Wildacres as a conference center and retreat.   

Purpose (Excerpts from Wildacres Retreat Phamplet) 

Located in Little Switzerland, NC, (near Asheville) at 3300 feet on Pompey’s Knob in the Blue Ridge Mountains, 

Wildacres is a conference center dedicated to the betterment of human relations. The facilities are used by 

educational and cultural groups such as music, art, mineral & lapidary classes, and religious, interfaith, civic, and 

science seminars. More than 80 diverse groups participate in a typical Wildacres season. 

Why Register Early (excerpts from EFMLS Website) 

EFMLS is one of about 80 organizations vying for a Wildacres time slot. 

EFMLS holds two workshops at Wildacres each year, in the Spring and the 

Fall. Registration for both the 2015 Spring and Fall Workshops opens on 

January 1, 2015. 

The number of rooms depends on the number of registrants, so the earlier 

participants register, the greater the number of rooms that can be reserved for 

the EFMLS Workshop at Wildacres.  So if you would like to participate in the 

2015 Wildacres Workshop, either the Spring or Fall, it is essential that you 

register as early in 2015 as possible to reserve your preferred class slot and optimize the training and facilities that 

EFMLS will be able to offer. 

Anyone may attend, but priority is given to members of clubs belonging to EFMLS (which includes GMSVP). The 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop requires that attendees fully participate in their group's program. Attendance at all 

activities was mandatory with an emphasis of being on time. 

Cost (excerpts from EFMLS Website) 

A week at the 2014 EFMLS Wildacres Workshops cost us $390 per person, and included room, board, and all 

classes and lectures. This was only a third of the actual cost. Approximately 2/3 of the cost is underwritten through 

the generosity of the Blumenthal Foundation.  Certain classes have additional fees of about $35 to $50 for 

materials. 

Attire 

You are at 3300 feet in the mountains. The weather can be quite variable. During 

our stay, it was warm but rained most days.  Pack for layering and check the 7-day 

forecast for Little Switzerland or Spruce Pine, NC before you depart. The attire is 

casual.  Bring a jacket, hat, sturdy walking shoes, and raincoat or umbrella.  Bring 

safety gear if you are going to participate in the mid-week field trip. 

Facilities  

There are two lodges, a dining hall, a library and auditorium, a mineral and lapidary workshop and a pottery 

studio.  (Cont’d on next page) 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop (Cont’d)       Dan Fontaine 

 A First Time Experience 

 Sources: Wildacres Phamplet, The Story of Wildacres Retreat Brochure, and EFMLS website 

http://wildacres.org/
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All lodge rooms have a ceiling fan (no A/C, and not really needed), heater, 

windows that open, private baths, and have either two twin beds or one double 

and a twin bed.  If alone, a roommate will be assigned. Rooms have bedding 

linens, towels and soap.  You will need to bring your own tissues, shampoo, 

conditioner, hair dryer, etc. The rooms do not have a radio or TV and the facility 

only has very limited cell phone and internet due to its mountain location. 

Wildacres is handicap accessible. While the buildings do not have elevators, 

accommodations are made for those needing handicap access, e.g., providing a 

room on the ground floor and golf cart rides to the dining hall.  

The welcome brief discussed the importance of recycling, water conservation 

(using well water), and to limit use of internet.  Wildacres uses satellite internet 

access having a set band width that is quite 

expensive.  Once used, they have to wait for 

the next month’s access. 

Being up on the mountain, parking was adequate but tight at times requiring 

double and triple parking. When we unloaded our car, I hauled up both suitcases 

up the bottom flight of stairs only to find that the next landing was even with the 

sloping parking lot (duh!). 

Dining 

The Wildacres dining hall featured round 

tables that provided a great setting to get to 

know the 63 participants in the workshop.  We 

were encouraged to switch tables at each 

meal to get to know as many people as 

possible. The meals were well-prepared, 

abundant, served family-style, and 

accommodating to dietary needs. Registration included the three daily meals, 

but did not include snacks and beverage for social gatherings. Tap water 

(mountain spring well) is great.  Next time we will bring a water bottle to fill with tap water for field trips.  No bottled 

water is available on the mountain. 

Fellowship 

We immediately had a sense of fraternity at Wildacres.  The 

atmosphere fostered making new friends while in a fun learning 

environment. The common room, porch, and deck provided a great 

atmosphere to relax and socialize with other participants.             

(Cont’d on next page) 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop (Cont’d)       Dan Fontaine 

 A First Time Experience 

 Sources: Wildacres Phamplet, The Story of Wildacres Retreat Brochure, and EFMLS website 
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Speaker (excerpts from Justin Zzyzx e-mail) 

The Fall Workshop Speaker, Justin Zzyzx, provided a series of interesting talks on 

asbestos bearing rocks, fake minerals, how to find collecting sites, California agates, and 

information on the internet. 

For general mineral fun stuff, Justin suggested gemsnail.com, along with 

WhereToFindRocks.com.  CutThatAgate.com  is a fun site. Justin’s android apps are 

located on the google play store: play.google.com/store/apps/developer?

id=Forty+Seven+Press and the best ones are Treasured Minerals and Crystalline Treasures. He also mentioned 

MineralMagazine.com, where you can read all of the previous copies of The-Vug.com magazine for free. Note: 

Justin sold The-Vug a few years ago. 

Classes (excerpts from EFMLS Wildacres Workshop site) 

Classes were taught be highly experienced craftspeople. All instructors were volunteers. Participants learned the 

following skills at the workshop: 

Cabochons: Transformed a rough specimen into a shiny, well-formed 

cabochon. Covered the use of a trim saw as well as techniques to grind, sand 

and polish the stone into a standard size and shape.  

Geology: Provided a basic introduction to rocks and minerals and the study of 

the earth. Included how geologists interpret rocks to tell geologic history related 
to their formation, deformation and sequence and timing of events. Rock 
samples were used in class and local field trips around Wildacres and along the 
Blue Ridge Parkway were done to illustrate local rock types, 
the deformation types, and how a geologist maps and 

interprets structures.  

Glass Engraving & Etching: Learned the difference 

between engraving and etching using both hand and power 
tools. Also etched using acid and sand techniques with both 

commercial and self-made patterns.  

Faceting: Learned to cut and polish a 57 facet round 

brilliant gemstone and how to identify well-cut stones, select 
rough material and see whether or not they enjoy this 

fascinating aspect of the hobby.  

Lost Wax Casting: Learned the basic techniques for lost-wax jewelry casting. Using 

commercial wax models, students learned proper methods for repairing wax models, 

attaching sprues, investing, burnout, casting and final finishing of jewelry.  

Silversmithing: Learned to make a textured sterling 

silver ring (band) and a textured sterling silver pendant. 
Also learned to make a forged, twisted bar and loop 
sterling silver chain and have the option of a ring, pendant 
or brooch with a set stone as their second project.   

(Cont’d on next page) 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop (Cont’d)       Dan Fontaine 

 A First Time Experience 

 Sources: Wildacres Pamphlet, The Story of Wildacres Retreat Brochure, and EFMLS website 

file:///C:/Users/Dan/Documents/Dan/GMSVP/GMSVP%20Newsletters/2014-10/Wildacres/gemsnail.com
file:///C:/Users/Dan/Documents/Dan/GMSVP/GMSVP%20Newsletters/2014-10/Wildacres/WhereToFindRocks.com
http://cutthatagate.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=Forty+Seven+Press
https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=Forty+Seven+Press
http://MineralMagazine.com
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Soapstone Carving: Provided a general 
introduction to soapstone carving. Developed a 
working knowledge of the material, tools, safe 
handling issues and the methods. Students 
produced a simple piece and progressed to 

making a more advanced sculpture.  

Wire-wrapped Jewelry: Learned the techniques 

to create bracelets, rings and pendants of wire and 

incorporate natural stones, beads, and/or faceted 

gems into various simple, yet elegant designs. 

Our Experience 

Monday – Arrival and Orientation 

While the drive to Wildacres took about 7 hours (with stops), it was all 

interstate until we reached the mountain.  Don’t forget to get some gas 

before heading up the mountain.   

The registration package recommended that we use the Route 226A to 

travel up the mountain.  Although the 7-mile route was recently paved, it took about a half hour and contained 

many, many switchbacks.  While longer, staying on route 226 up the mountain may have been a more relaxing 

drive.  The last mile to the Wildacres was on a well-kept private road. 

We arrived in the late afternoon on Labor Day in the midst of a brief thunderstorm, which was interesting on top of 

the mountain. The registration process only took a couple of minutes and consisted of getting our assigned room 

an information packet of guidelines, a table of the week's activities, and contact information for other participants. 

We were introduced to Wildacres, our instructors, and their wonderful cuisine.  Before dinner, we had time to stroll 

the grounds and facilities.  We especially enjoyed meeting Jacolyn Campbell, the wiretapping instructor, that 

showed us some of her exquisite wirewrapped pieces.  The evening was capped with a very humorous 

presentation by Carolyn Weinberger on what we should expect at Wildacres. 

Both fire trucks and emergency medical technicians are about 30 minutes away from Wildacres. Our welcome 

packet and briefings emphasized the importance of not smoking within the facilities (only allowed in designated 

areas outside) and to alert an EFMLS emergency point of contact at the onset of a potential medical concern. 

As we met some of the participants from other clubs, we quickly realized that having some GMSVP business 

cards would have been helpful to foster some intra-club contacts. 

Tuesday and Wednesday – Speaker and Class (1st Session) 

We got into a routine of breakfast at 8 AM, a talk by Justin Zzyzx at 9 AM, 

classes from 10:15 AM through 5 PM with a 1-1/2 break for lunch, social hour 

from 5 to 6 PM, dinner at 6 PM, and an evening talk by Justin.  While it made for 

a full day, we had enough time for relaxing and socializing with other participants.   (Cont’d on next page) 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop (Cont’d)       Dan Fontaine 

 A First Time Experience 

 Sources: Wildacres Pamphlet, The Story of Wildacres Retreat Brochure, and EFMLS website 
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Thursday – Activity Day, Tailgating, and Recorder Concert 

The highlight for many on Thursday was towel exchange.  While maid service is not provided, towels can be 

exchanged once midweek.  

Thursday was Activity Day and provided time for participants to attend a kyanite mine 

field trip or explore the Blue Ridge Parkway and area attractions.  We decided to go on 

the kyanite field trip to the Presnell Mine in Yancy County, NC hosted by Harry Polly 

from a local club.  It was a learning experience. The kyanite was readily visible but had 

to be chiseled out of the rock at the mine…not an easy 

task. We were able to extract some small kyanite specimens from the rock, while 

getting our first experience with a mallet and chisel. A debris field from the closed 

kyanite mine was nearby.  Although many dug, the debris field did not yield any 

kyanite.  

As a special surprise, the field trip coordinator provided 

some BBQ and cole slaw from his restaurant for those on the field trip. We were also 

introduced to Lowell Presnell, author of “Mines, Miners and Minerals of Western North 

Carolina.”  We of course bought a copy of his book that he happily signed. 

We arrived back in Wildacres in time for tailgating by participants and instructors. We 

bought some beautiful wirewrapped jewelry and a piece of soapstone as a practice 

stone for shaping.  

A recorder workshop was going on concurrently with our workshop.  The two recorder 

instructors provided an enjoyable concert that evening. The duet performed some happy, amazing music using 

baroque, renaissance, medieval, and modern recorders. They even had a Q&A after the concert to discuss their 

love of recorders, choice of music, and recorder types.  

Friday – Speaker, Class (2nd Session), and Good Stuff Auction 

Classes were broken into beginner (1st Session) and intermediate (2nd session).  

Some students switched activities between sessions (e.g., moving from 

wirewrapping to faceting), most seemed to take the same activity for both 

sessions to hone their skills. 

Participants in the workshop donated mineral specimens, cabbing rough, 

books, tools--anything hobby-related--to be auctioned.  It was fun to watch the 

competitive bidding.  The most costly piece auctioned (right) resulted from 

bidding between two roommates!  Most pieces sold for at or above their value, 

as proceeds from the auction directly support and defray cost of the EFMLS 

Wildacres Workshops.  The auction was a great success bringing in over $4000 

in support of the EFMLS Wildacres Workshop budget. 

(Cont’d on next page) 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop (Cont’d)       Dan Fontaine 

 A First Time Experience 

 Sources: Wildacres Pamphlet, The Story of Wildacres Retreat Brochure, and EFMLS website 
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Saturday – Speaker, Class (2nd Session), Show & Tell / Fun Night, and Dulcimer & Fiddle Concert 

The class and meal routine on Saturday was the same as the day before.  The 

evening was extra special.  Each class for sessions 1 and 2 had a volunteer 

come in front of the group to discuss what they did and show examples of their 

awe-inspiring work during the week. I volunteered to provide an overview for the 

Geology Class and shared our transforming journey in understanding of rock 

formation on the micro level and the formation of 

the southern Appalachians on the macro level, as 

well as the benefit of the local and parkway geology field trips.  I used humor 

throughout that seemed to go over well. 

The evening was capped off with a Dulcimer and Fiddle Mountain Music concert.  We 

all found themselves tapping our hands and feet to the music.  We purchased a 

dulcimer music CD to remember the fun night and support the musician. 

Sunday – Farewells & Trip Home 

We had to be out of our rooms by 9 AM to give the Wildacres staff adequate time to prepare the rooms for the 

next group.  We got up a bit early, finished packing, and loaded the car before breakfast. While we were anxious 

to get back home, we will miss the good friends made at the workshop. There were many hugs as we said our 

farewells. 

After a week of driving in the mountains, we were running low on gas. I noticed on the map that Route 80 seemed 

to be a more direct route back to the interstate. So rather than turning right on the Blue Ridge Parkway toward 

Route 226 that we knew, I turned left toward Route 80. The parkway had spots of relatively thick fog and after 

driving for about 10 miles and not finding the turnoff, we turned around and headed back the way that we knew to 

the interstate. While the delay was irritating, we made it to a gas station at the base of the mountain without 

running out of gas. Phew! 

Assessment – Was it worth it? 

We entered the workshop with very little knowledge of geology and rock formation.  Our objective was to gain 

some basic knowledge so that we might be able to better understand what we are observing during field and 

family trips. We successfully obtained that basic knowledge during the workshop. 

A secondary objective was to understand the lapidary skills offered by the workshop and how quickly those skills 

could be learned.  We were amazed during Show & Tell / Fun Night with the quality of the student’s projects. We 

felt a bit jealous and definitely would like to attend a class to gain similar skills. 

So, bottom line, is it worth it? Heck, yes! The workshop provides a great environment for fellowship and rapid 

learning within the week. Considering that the registration fee covered lodging, meals, and instruction, we felt that 

it was an outstanding value. We recommend that club members consider attending a Wildacres Spring or Fall 

Session in 2015. 

EFMLS Wildacres Workshop (Cont’d)       Dan Fontaine 

 A First Time Experience 

 Sources: Wildacres Pamphlet, The Story of Wildacres Retreat Brochure, and EFMLS website 
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RGMS AUCTION 

The RGMS will be hosting their annual Auction during their October Club meeting 

on Tuesday, October 14th, at the Ridge Baptist Church, 1515 Eastridge Road, 

Richmond, VA 23229. Ken Turner has extended an invitation to GMSVP and TGMS 

Club members. In the past Michael Griffith has gone up there with me and bought 

a lot of great specimens.  

Richmond Gem and Mineral Society Activities     Al DeHart  
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November 22 & 23, 2014:  Fairfax, Virginia 

23rd Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 

Sponsored by the Northern Virginia Mineral Club & the GMU Department 

of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Earth Sciences 

 Show site: 

 George Mason University, Fairfax Virginia At The HUB Ballroom ( old - Student Union Building II 

 GMU Campus is located at the intersection of Rte 123 & Braddock Road, Fairfax, Virginia 

 Hours:  Saturday 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM; Sunday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 Features:   

 20 plus Dealers selling Minerals, Fossils, Crystals, Gems, Jewelry, Carvings, Meteorites & more!   

 Also, Demonstrations, Hands-On, Exhibits, Door Prizes, Scout Teaching Area & Kid's Activities - 

including FREE Kid’s Mini-mines & Fossil Dig.  Fee-based BSA STEM activities – Scouts can earn 

awards. 

 Silent Auction on Sunday afternoon.                     

 Admission to Show/Ballroom: 

 Adults $5, Seniors $3, Teens (13-17) $3.   

 FREE - Children (12 & under), Scouts in uniform & GMU Students w/valid ID. 

 Parking:  

 On campus use GMU's parking Lot A.   

 Enter parking Lot A from Nottaway River Lane off Braddock Road. 

 Courtesy shuttle provided from Parking Lot A to the Mineral show. 

 Handicapped parking is available near venue – however you must have a DMV handicapped sign/

sticker – to locate The HUB just follow our van back from parking Lot A. 

GMU Campus Map:   http://eagle.gmu.edu/map/fairfax.pup 

Overview of the GMU Mineral Show:  See the video on youtube search: “COMM 353 Mineral Show”   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xq-EsM1w74A 

www.novamineralclub.org 

 

 

Jim Kostka, GMU Show PR Chair     jkostka@juno.com 

This event is sponsored by a non-profit hobbyist educational group.  However, it is a fee paid event. 

http://eagle.gmu.edu/map/fairfax.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xq-EsM1w74A
http://www.novamineralclub.org/
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The meeting was called to order by the Walter Priest.  

 Treasurer’s Report:  Balance in Checking: $10,955.  September picnic proceeds: $115. 

 Ms Priest read the minutes for the Board of Directors meeting on August 17th.  Discussed the following:  

 The club has outgrown the trailer used to transport equipment to TOTE shows. The Board suggested that 

the club sell it. Gary Bergtholdt stated the storage unit for storing the trailer is been paid to the middle of 

December ($1200/year). Chuck Rogers made the motion to rent a truck to move the equipment for the 

next TOTE show and evaluate if it would be more preferable to the current method of using the trailer and 

two personal pickups. Motion was passed. The decision to sell the trailer will be discussed again at a later 

date. 

 Election of the GMSVP Board:  Nomination committee has been formed. Three positions are open this 

ballot: 1st Vice-President (membership), 2nd Vice-President (programs), and Secretary. For all other 

positions the board member has agreed for their name to be entered on the 2015 ballot. Additionally the 

club needs another Field Trip Coordinator. Club members who are interested in serving in any of these 

positions are encouraged to contact a member of the Nomination committee. 

 Board made the motion to make the smaller thunder eggs available to club members on a “help yourself” 

basis. Motion seconded and passed. Note: Some of the small thunder eggs were sold at the September 

picnic.   

 Next GMSVVP board meeting is November 3rd; location to be determined. 

 Walter shared information about two possible field trips. 

 Moorefield mine is open Saturdays between October and December. The fee is $20 for a mine tour.  

 Fossil dig on the James River, 14-16 November. This is being sponsored by MAGMA. This trip is open 

only to MAGMA members, cost for membership, $15. The cost of the fossil dig is $5 for the weekend. 

 GMSVP club dues are now due. Walter asked that we renew our membership before the December dinner so 

the club has a good count of members to purchase insurance. Dues are: $25 Primary Voting Membership, 

$15 Additional Adult Voting Membership (Adult, voting, over 18 years within the same household), $10 

Additional Family Memberships (secondary, non-voting, age 11 to 18 years), $10 each and secondary non-

voting, and $5 age 5 to 10 years). 

 Next TOTE show, October 17th—19th.  Need volunteers to assist with pricing the new geodes purchased by 

Robert Mazzrillo. Hank Woods recommends meeting either October 11th or 12th. Also need volunteers to 

help load the rental truck on Thursday, October 16th for the TOTE show. 

 Robert Mazzrillo (not at meeting) had suggested that we exchange some gift during the Christmas dinner. 

Discussed but no action taken. 

 Walter adjourned the business meeting for the auctions and presentation. 

 Tonight’s program was presented by Dan Fontaine, who discussed their recent trip to the EFMLS Wildacres 

Workshop in Little Switzerland, NC. 

 

Minutes prepared by David Scharff 

October 6, 2014 

/ original signed /  

Minutes for the General Meeting, October 2, 2014    
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AFMS Code of Ethics 

I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately 

owned land without the owner’s permission. 

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public 

lands and will  observe them. 

I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect. 

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas. 

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings. 

I will leave all gates as found. 

I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely                      

extinguished before leaving the area. 

I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc. 

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock. 

I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply. 

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably use.  

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have                          

collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others. 

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and                                        

Will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found. 

I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas. 

I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, any                                 

deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the                                            

enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes. 

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources. 

I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will                                                

at all times conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and                                               

Public “image” of rockhounds everywhere. 
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